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To his Excellency Richard Earl of Bellomont, Capt. 
General and Governour in Chief of his Majeſties 


Province of New-lork, Oc. 


The Humble Petition and Remonſirance of the Repreſentatives of this Mis 
Majeſties Province of New - York i# America, convened in General 
Aſſembh. 


May it Pleaſe your Lordship ; 
E the Repreſentatives of this His Mjeſties Province convened in General 
\/ V Aſſembly, do with all due Reſpect and Humility, approach your Lordſhip, 
| to aſſure you, T hat he ſame Inviolable Loyalty which has hitherto affeted 
and inflamed our hearts towards the Crown and Gvyernment of England, will ever 
preſerve us in a moſt Religions and ſteady Perſeyerence therein, being throughly 
ſenſidle how great a Bleſling it is to be ſubje&t to the beſt and greateft of Kings, and 
under ſo Noblea Conſtitution of I.aws, as makes ENGLAND this day the Envy of 
all its Neighbour Nations. Yet we cannot but with great grief of. heart repreſent to 
your Lo! dſhip, that we have not of late Years enjay*d the Felicity of thoſe e ellent 
Laws, which in their own Nature and Delignment are to extend to all the Subjefts 
of the Crown, how Femote ſuever, at leaſt virtually, and wherein the Lives, 
Liberties and Properties of the Subjects are concerned. 


We were very Uneaſie under an Arbitrary Commiſſion in the late Ring, James's 
Reign, which gave the Gorernour of this Province, among other Arbitraiy Powers, 
that of levying Money without cailing an Aſſembly, whereby we reckoned that 
our Lives, as well as Eſtates, were ſubjet to the Arbitrary Will. of a'Governour, 
contrary to the known Laws of England; and Money was aCtually levyed on us, 


purſuant to the Illegal Powers of the ſaid Commiſſion. The Exerciſe whereof, and. 


the dreadful Violence we alſo ayprehended would be done to our Conſciences, in 
reſpect of onr Holy Proteſtant Religion, from a Popiſh Arbirrary King, made Us 
Unanimonſly and heartily throw off che Yoke of Popsſh Tyranny, and Declare for 
his then Highneſs the Prince of OR ANGE, upon the: firſt News we had of his 
Glorious and Unparralled Expedition into England. | 


We acted then, as we conceived, on a Right Principle, and we were the more 
confirmed in that Belief, becauſe we atted in Commerce and Conformity with the 
Glorious People of England, But to our great Amazemend and Sorrow we have 
ſuffered ſeverely for our early Service to King William and the Crown of England, 
m-»ſt of us in ovr Liberties and Eſtates, and two of our Friends (who had the 
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Power and Influence to prevail on the weakeft of Men, Coll. Henry S 


yernour of this Province, to erder a Tryal for thoſe brave Men, and 
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a ſet of Judges, as by Principle and Prejadite, would not fail to gratifie the Malice 
of their Party, as they did, under a form of Law, which made it the more Cruel 
and Arbitrary, the ſaid Tryal bzing ordered by the Governour, and mannaged by the © 
Bench, contrary to all the Rules of Jaſtice and Hamanity ; for we are able toe make 
appear, if thereunto required, that never a Revolution was carried oa and mannaged 
with more Moderation in any part of the Chriſtian World. 


———— = 


And further, to inſtance the Weakneſs, as well as Cruelty of the ſaid Governour, 
in appointing Nicholas Bayard, William Nicolls ( lately ſutpended by your Lordſhip 
from his Majeſties Council) and ſeveral others, ro mannage the Iryal againſt Capr. 
Leyſler, Mr. Millbourn, and the other fix Priſoners, who weie all their avowed Enemies, 
and bore a mortal grudge to the ſaid Capt. Leyſlcr, for their having been by him im- 
prifoncd in the Fort, for oppoling the late hippy Revolution, and endeavour ing to 
raiſe a Tumult among the People, ard diſturb the Peace of the Governmeut, and tour 
telling Capt. Leyſter to his face, That the Parliament of England voting and enafting 
the Thrones being Vacant, was Non-ſence, that there was no ſuch thing poſſible 
in Nature, nor by the Laws of England. Governour Slaughter roo by lodging in 
Nicholas Bayards Houſe, was the more preſſ.d, and ſooner prevailed on by Bayar?s 
Imporrtunity, to. ſign the Warrant of Execution. And as an infallible "token of the 
ſhare he had in that Council, there was Flag hung out of a Window of his Houſe tor 
two days together before the day of Execution, as a Trophy and Signal of rhe Point 
gained by him on the ſaid Governour, and of the Victory over the Lives, not only 
of Innocent, but moſt deſerving Men. In thoſe days it was, when the Proteſtanr 
SubjeQts were Diſ-armed, and Papiſts Armed; Nay, the publick Faith of Governimenc 
was Violated; for a Reprieve had been ſealed to reſpit the Execution of thoſe 
Gentlemen, untilphis Majeſties Pleaſure ſhould be known; yet before this couid 
reach his Majeſty, they were Executed. And notwithſtanding the Governours 


Proclamation, to invite ſuch as fled to ſhun the ſame hard Fate, ſeveral whereof were 
nevertheleſs Fined and Impruitoned ; -and certainly more had undergone the hard-Fate 


of Capt. Leyſier and Mr, Millbourn, had it not been for Governour Slaughter?s ſuddain 
Death, and the RefleCtion he had, though too late of this Barbarous and Unwarrant- 
able ſtrange Execution. This was the erd of Capt. Leyſ*r and Mr. Millbourn, the 
former whereof has expended 27:0 /. out of his own proper Eſtate, for the Service 
of his Majeſty. Theſe were the days of Wrath and utter Darkneſs, ſo that we mult 
ſay with the Apoſtle, 4/o unto them, jor they have gone in the way of Cain. 


Then, contrary to his Majeſty's Letters Patents, Richard Ingolasby, a hot headed 
inconſiderate Perſon, and cnly a ſimple Captain of Foot, is made Commander in 
Chief; avd in all the time of his Adminiſtration, Oppreſlion is ſtill continued. Nor 
could change of Government remedy the ſame, by che coming of Coll. Flercher, who, 
alihongh no Blood {pilt, yet bruiſed the Bone ot the Remnant left, and made his 
Government an entire maſs of Corruption, by encourageing Pyracy and Unlawful 
Trade, and giving away almoſt all the vacant Lands in the Province, to a few Diſ. 
affected and Und-ferving Men, negleCting the Fronteers of this Province, and pack- 
ing Repreſentatives to ſcrre i': General Aſſembly, imbezeling and {cquardering away 
the Revenue, and other Publick Moacys, - ſetting Atheiſtical Perſons in laces of 
freateſt Truſt in the Government. All which, and many more Inſtances of his Male. 
Ailminiſtration, as we are informed, have been alteady tranſmitted to Ergland by 


your Lordſhip. 


The Repreſentatives convened in ſeveral, taking Notice of what was done herein 
for Relief, by that moſt anguſt Senate, the Parliament of Ernglana, in Reverſirg of 
the Attainders of Jacob Levſler, Mr. Miltbourn, and others, Cannot bur with the 
greateſt of Zeal, and fervency of ffe&tion ſend up their Prayers to the great Mjz{ty 


ef Hcaven and Earth, ter the Preſervation of his Majeſty's Royal Perſon, and of thar 
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moſt excellent Conſtitution, and for the »:iniſters of State, the influence of whoſe 
wife ard honeſt Council, is felt, even at this vaſt Diltance from England, And in 
humble Confidence of his Majeſties Gnodnets, We humbly pray your Excellency to 
lay before his Majeſty, this our molt humble Petition, hoping that the ſame good 
Argel who led your Excellency to attend his Majeſty, when Frinre of O-ar ge, in his 
glorious Expedition tor England, and brought your Eycellency ſafe amorgit Us, to 
put a ſtop to rhe Opprethons we groaned under, will now move your Lordſhip in cur 
behalf, to interceed with his Majeſty for our Relicf { although as Chriſtians we 
would fo give our Enemies and Oppreſlors) 1 bat he would be pratiovſly | leaſed 
ro exrend of his Royal Bounty and Favour on the Families of the iaid Leyſler ard 
Mill»ourn, and alſo order the ſaid Sum of two T houfard ieven Hurdrcd Founds to 
be paid unto her, (and that care be taken ro pay ſuch Debts as are owiug for what 
was expend: d in the late happy Revolution in this Province) In conſideration of their 
Sufterings and Services for his Majeltics Intereſt and this Province. 


Fhat for the better Adminiſtration of Juſtice two able Judges may be ſent from 
England, and two 0: three able Council, who have acquired to that Net le Proftcfſinn 
by Study , and nut by Ufurpation, for the Maintenance whereof we ſhall not be 


Wanting. 


bat Coll. Fletcher's Cnat of Arms may be pulled down from the Kings Chappel 
in the Fort, and Trinity Church in this City; that ſince hr left no Monuments of 
Viftne and a juſt Adminiſtration, thoſe of his Nautious and Inſupportable Pride. and 
Vanity may not remain to Poſteriry, eſpecially ſince his Bizth was ſo mean and obſcure 
as that tie was not entitulcd to bear a Coat of arms. 


All which the Repreſentatives again hnmbly move your Excellency to lay before 
* his Majeſty, together with our moſt Inviolable Loyalty and Obedience to his Majeſtys 


Command. 


By Order of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
Die Lune 15 May, . 
1699. Abraha. Gouverneur, Speaker. 
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